HOLY SPIRIT
A.  WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

1. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE THIRD PERSON IN THE GODHEAD.  HE IS GOD.  HE IS DEITY.
· There is a religious group who denies both the deity and the personality of the Holy Spirit.  They claim that the Holy Spirit is an "it" and an impersonal "active force."  However, the Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit is not an it. He is God and He has a personality.

a The Spirit is called God.

· "Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?  Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.”  When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened" (Acts 5:3-5).
b. The Holy Spirit is associated on an equal basis with the Father and Son.

· "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Mt. 28:19).
· "May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all" (2 Cor. 13:14).
c. The Spirit’s actions are those, which only God can perform.

(1) He was the agent in giving the inspired Scriptures.

· "For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21).

(a) As the writers of Scripture wrote their prophecies, they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  The Greek word for "carried along" is phero {fer’-o} which means "borne along," "impelled," or "carried along."  Luke used this word in referring to a sailing vessel carried or driven along by the wind (Acts 27:15, 17).  The Scriptures' human writers were controlled by the divine author, the Holy Spirit.
(2) He was involved in the creation of the world.
· "Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters" (Gen. 1:2).

2. THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS A PERSONALITY.
a The Spirit has intelligence.

(1) The Spirit has a mind.

· "In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will" (Rom. 8:26, 27).

(2) The Spirit is able to teach others.
· "But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you" (Jn. 14:26).
(3) The Spirit has feelings.
(a)  The Spirit can be grieved by the sinful actions of believers.

· "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice" (Eph. 4:29-31).
1. This passage teaches that if we use "unwholesome" talk sapros {sap-ros’} which means "rotten," or "worthless" talk , we grieve the Holy Spirit.  The word for "grieve"  {loo-peh’-o} means "to grieve," "afflict with sorrow," and "to make sad."  This same word is used in (Mt. 17:23).  When we use worthless talk, or if we are bitter, angry, posse rage and slander people, we hurt the Holy Spirit's feelings.  He is grieved with pain and sorrow.  
· Have you ever felt bad after exhibiting unwholesome talk?  The Holy Spirit is letting you know that He is disappointed with you.  We need to do everything we can to avoid hurting the Holy Spirit.  

b. The Spirit is referred to with personal pronouns.

· "And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it" (Jn. 14:13, 14). 

· In verse 13, John twice used the masculine (neuter) pronoun to describe the Holy Spirit.  

CONCLUSION:

1. The Holy Spirit, even though a spirit being, is as real a person as the Father, or the Son.  The Holy Spirit is part of the Godhead and is a person.  
B. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.
1. In the Old Testament, did all God-fearing Jewish people receive the Holy Spirit?

a. No, only certain individuals were given the Holy Spirit.

(1) David received the Holy Spirit (1 Sam. 16:13).

· "So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah."

(2) Samson received the Holy Spirit (Judges 14:6).
· "The Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had done."
(3) Moses received the Holy Spirit (Num. 11:17).
· "I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone."

(4) Micah received the Holy Spirit (Micah 3:8).
· "But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin"

CONCLUSION:

1. There are approximately 100 references to the Spirit of God in the OT.  The Spirit was active during this period, but only to certain people.  For the most part, God gave the Spirit to Israel's leadership like the prophets, priests, judges and kings.  The Spirit helped these people to speak forth the will of God, govern God's people, and perform extraordinary feats.
C. THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PROMISED IN OLD TESTAMENT.

1. Even though in the Old Testament God primarily gave the Holy Spirit to Israel's leadership, the prophets envisioned a time when the Spirit would be available to every believer. 

a. For example, the prophet Joel announced that one day God would pour out His Spirit on all people.

· Read (Joel 2:28-32).

(1) When was the Holy Spirit poured out on God's people?  Well according to (Acts 2:16-21), it occurred on the Day of Pentecost.  The day that the church was established.

(2) Let us examine (Acts 2:16-21).

(a) The last days began when Christ came to earth and will end when Christ returns (Heb. 1:2).   We have been living in the last days for nearly 2000 years.  
(b) In the last days, God will pour out His Spirit upon all people.
· Upon sons and daughters.

· Upon young men and old men.

· Upon His servants.

(c) The point is that God's Spirit shows no discrimination.  The Spirit of God is available to all: male and female, young and old, slave and free, rich and poor.
(d) In the last days, God will pour out His Spirit with very special gifts.
· The gift of prophecy, which is speaking forth the will of God, will be given to both men and women.

· Young men will see visions.  The Greek word for visions is (horaseis) which means "the act of seeing, a vision, or a appearance."  That word is only used in (Acts 2:17; Rev. 4:3; 9:17). 

· Old men will dream dreams.  Sometimes, God revealed things to people in dreams (Mt. 1:20).  

CONCLUSION:

1. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was promised by God through some of the OT prophets.  Today, all believers receive the Holy Spirit.

D. WHEN DO BELIEVERS RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT?

1. Believers receive the Holy Spirit at the time of their conversion.

a. "Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38).
2. People receive the Holy Spirit after repentance and baptism.  However, some have argued that the Spirit is not given after baptism because the reference to the Spirit in (Acts 2:38) is referring to spiritual gifts not the Holy Spirit.
· However, in (Acts 2:38), the Greek word used for gift is {do-reh-ah’} (Jn. 4:10; Acts 2:38; 8:20; 10:45; 11:17; Rom. 5:15, 17; 2 Cor. 9:15; Eph. 3:7; 4:7; Heb. 6:4).  The word translated “gift” in (1 Cor. 12:4) is  [gift].  These two words have similar meanings, however, the gift of the Holy Spirit is not the same as the spiritual gifts.  The gift of the Holy Spirit in (Acts 2:38) simply means that after we repent and are baptized, we receive the free gift of the Holy Spirit. 

· Some people argue that the Holy Spirit is not given today since it can only be transferred through the laying on of the Apostles hands (Acts 8:12-17; 19:1-7).  
· Why did the Apostles have to lay their hands on the Samaritans before they received the Holy Spirit?

· We must understand that deep-seated hostility had existed between the Jews and Samaritans for generations.  The Jews considered the Samaritans half-breeds because they intermarried with foreigners after Assyria was conquered in 722 BC.  By giving the Spirit through Peter and John the Lord made it clear (1) that the church was one, and (2) that the Jewish Christians must accept the Samaritans as members of the body of Christ because they received the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit came upon the Samaritans through the Apostles to confirm that God has excepted all people into His Kingdom. 
a. Can the Holy Spirit be given only through the laying on of the Apostles hands?  
(1) In (Acts 10:44-48), Cornelius and his household received the Holy Spirit without the laying on of the Apostles hands.
CONCLUSION:

2. It is clear from (Acts 2:38), that the gift of the Holy Spirit is given to believers once they repent and are baptized into Christ. 
3. This is considered the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  We are immersed in the Spirit after we are baptized into water.  Jesus received the Holy Spirit after water baptism (Mt. 3:16f).  The Bible teaches that there is one baptism (Eph. 4:5) and this one baptism is water baptism.  
1. THE SPIRIT INDWELLING.
2. The Holy Spirit lives in the believer.

3. "And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you" (Jn. 14:16, 17).
· "Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own" (1 Cor. 6:19).
· "Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us" (2 Tim. 1:14).

· The truth is that the Holy Spirit lives in believers.  He dwells in us and with us.  The Greek word that is translated “lives” is menei which literally means “to stay, abide, or remain.”  When I go to bed at night, He is there.  When I wake up in the morning, He is there.  While at work, He is there.  He is with us every moment of the day!
4. How do you know that the Holy Spirit is living in you?
(1) Because the Bible says He does.
· Many people ask, “How do you know the Holy Spirit is living in me?”  I know in the same way that I know there is music on a cassette tape, even though I don’t see the music on the tape.  I can know that in either of two ways.  I can believe the label that says there is music, or I can play the tape and hear it.  We can know the Holy Spirit indwells us by believing God, who tells us in His Word, or by seeing the results in our lives when we are obedient to Him.
(2) Because I sense His presence.
(3) David knew that he had the Holy Spirit because in (Ps. 51:11), he pleaded with God not to take away the Holy Spirit from his life.
(4) I know that the Holy Spirit is in me because of the changes that have occurred in my life (Gal. 5:22-23).

E. THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  IN BELIEVERS.
1. THE HOLY SPIRIT SEALS BELIEVERS.

1. Here are three passages that speak on the Spirit sealing:

· "Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set His seal of ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come" (2 Cor. 1:21, 22).

· "And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of His glory" (Eph. 1:13, 14).

2. "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption" (Eph. 4:30).
3. Here are some things we can learn from these passages.

a At our conversion, God “sealed” us with the promised Holy Spirit.
(1) What does “sealed” mean?  The Greek word “sphragis”         {sfrag-id’-zo} translated “seal” has various uses.  In the ancient world, many people, especially the rich had their own seal which was made out of precious stones or sometimes wood which had their name on it.  Some seals were rings or stamps.

(a) A seal indicated ownership.

· In the ancient world, a seal was placed on wills, and other important documents indicating ownership.  Several years ago, when I paid off my truck, the title company sent me the title of ownership.  On the certificate, it had my name and a notary seal indicating its genuineness. That truck was mine!  I was the owner.  Likewise, God owns us for we have the Spirit as proof.

(b) A seal indicated security & protection.

· Often times, when someone sent goods or packages, they would place their seal on it for protection in case it got lost or stolen.  It served as protection.  In (Mt. 27:66), Pilate told the guards to secure the tomb of Jesus.  "So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard."  They sealed the tomb for security.
· When we received the Holy Spirit, we were marked with a seal.  Which means that God owns us; we are His possession.  We belong to Him!  It also means that we have security and protection.  Our salvation is secure as long as we are faithful to God.  

b The giving of the Holy Spirit is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance.
(1) God’s Spirit is an “arrabon” {ar-hrab-ohn’} a deposit or a pledge guaranteeing our inheritance.  The word is drawn from the world of commerce, and means a deposit made on goods, which serves as a guarantee that full payment will be made and the goods will be collected by the buyer.

· Paul regards the Holy Spirit as the first installment of the Christian’s salvation.  At the end of the age God will redeem His pledge and open the treasuries of heaven to all who are His in Christ.  Meanwhile, the Spirit gives us the assurance that these things will one-day be ours.
a. Can the Holy Spirit leaven us meaning that we can lose our salvation?
b. In (1 Sam. 16:14), the Bible says that the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul.
· "Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him" (1 Sam. 16:14).
c. Can we lose our salvation?

· "It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting Him to public disgrace" (Heb. 6:4-6). 
· "Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position" (2 Pet. 3:17).
· If we fall away from the Lord, we can lose our salvation.
2. THE HOLY SPIRIT TEACHES BELIEVERS.

· "But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you" (Jn. 14:26).
· Jesus promised the disciples that the Holy Spirit would help them remember what He had taught.
1. The Holy Spirit can help us in the same way.  As we study the Bible, the Holy Spirit can help us recall what we have learned.

ILLUSTRATION:

While ministering in Texas, a young man came forward and confessed his sins to the congregation.  It was a moving experience for a 20 year old to admit his mistakes and ask for forgiveness.
After he came forward, I prayed to God and asked him, with the help of the Spirit, to reveal to me a passage of Scripture that would help this young man.

A few seconds later, the verse in (John 8:11)…appeared in my mind.  And I read that verse to him.
· "But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you" (Mt. 10:19, 20).

a. Do you believe that the Holy Spirit helps you understand and recall the Scriptures?

2. "The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. 2:14).
3. Before we study the Bible, we should pray and invite the Holy Spirit to join us in our study.

· "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come" (Jn. 16:13).
3. THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS BELIEVERS IN PRAYER.

· "In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will" (Rom. 8:26, 27).

(1) Why does the Spirit help us in prayer?
a. Because of our weakness.  

(2)  We do not know how to pray as we should.
(a) Art of prayer (how to phrase our petitions properly).
(b) Content (what we should pray).

(c) Who we pray for.
To help us in this weakness, the Spirit intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  

· This verb "intercedes" (hyperentynchano) occurs one time in the NT.  It means “to make petition for, or appeals to someone”.
· The Holy Spirit voices our requests to God.  He helps us with our weakness and communicates it to God.  God knows exactly what we are trying to say because the Spirit explains it to Him.

· Some have said that the groans are the utterances of unknown tongues.  However, it is not the believer who has the groans but the Spirit.
· The H.S. works as an editor.  He takes someone else’s words and rearranges them to make better sense.

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT FIGHTS OUR FLESHLY NATURE.

· "So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law" (Gal. 5:16-18).
1. What is the “sinful nature or the flesh (sarx)?” 

· The flesh is a part of mankind that is characterized by a complex web of thoughts, desires, values, and actions that are in opposition to God's intended pattern for us.  Fleshly acts consist of many things. 

· "The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 5:19-21).

2. We all struggle with fleshly desires.
· Even the Apostle Paul struggled with it (Rom. 7:14-25). 

3. Brethren, we have two forces conflicting within us -- the flesh and the Spirit.  They are in battle with each other.
ILLUSTRATION:

Sigmond Freud, founder of Psychoanalysis, proposed that the personality consists of three major parts:

ID – The id exists at birth and is the source of psychic energy and the instincts, the most important of which are sex and aggression.  One function of the id is to fulfill the (pleasure principle).  It seeks pleasure and tries to avoid pain.

Ego – The ego has been called the (executive branch) of the personality because it controls and governs the id and superego and maintains interaction with the external world.

Super Ego – The super ego is the moral, social, and judicial branch of the personality.  The superego strives for perfection rather than pleasure or reality.

Here is how they work:  

Suppose one day, you are walking near a produce market and you notice a delicious red shiny apple that looks good to eat.  The only thing that is stopping you from enjoying that apple is that you don’t have any money.  

The id within you says,  I want that apple no matter what, steal it!

The superego says, “No” you cannot take that apple, that’s stealing. That is wrong.  It is a sin.

The ego has to make a decision on what to do.  Steal it or continue walking.
Suppose one morning, you wake up exhausted and tired.  You don’t want to go to work.

The id says don’t go to work, stay in bed.  Call in and tell your boss that you are sick.
The superego says, you can’t do that, your not sick, that would be lying.
The ego has to make a decision on what to do.  Call in sick or get up and go to work.
a. The id is like our “flesh."  It is constantly enticing us to do things that God does not want us to do.

b. The superego is like the “Holy Spirit.”  He is our religious and moral guide.  He is constantly reminding us to do God’s will and make the right decisions. 

c. We are like our ego, we make the final decision on whether or not to follow our id or superego.  We are responsible for our decisions, and when we chose to sin or follow our id, the superego reminds us that we did wrong—He sends guilt!

d. Do you experience this type of conflict in your life?

e. If we follow our flesh we will die.  If we follow the Spirit we will live.  

· The problem is that most people would rather indulge in their fleshly natures because it seems to be more pleasing.  (Ephesians 2:3f)  “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature.”

· Living the Christian life is not easy because it is hard to turn down our flesh.  But we must give it up, so that we can be in a right relationship with God.  (1 Jn. 3:6)  “No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning.  No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him.”  

4. What is the key to living by the Spirit and not by our sinful nature?
ILLUSTRATION:

One of every 400,000 babies is born each year with Sever Combined Immunodeficiency Disease, or SCID, a disease that leaves the child with no body-chemistry defenses to fight infection from the germs that constantly attack one’s body.  For such children, life is often short and always filled with danger.

· The person who is not living or walking in the Spirit is defenseless against the attacks of the flesh.  If we want to win, we must live in the Spirit each day of our lives.
5. THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTS THE WORLD AND THE BELIEVER OF SIN.

· "But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  When He comes, He will convict the world of guilt a in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned" (Jn. 16:7-11).

1. The Greek word “convict” (elencho) means “to expose, convict, reprove.”   The verb occurs 18 times in the NT.  Arguably, in every instance the verb has to do with showing someone his sin (Mt. 18:15; Jn. 3:20; 8:46f).
a. The word is a legal term that means to pronounce a judicial verdict by which the guilt of the culprit at the bar of justice is defined and fixed.  The Spirit does not merely accuse men of sin, He brings to them an inescapable sense of guilt so that they realize their shame and helplessness before God.

2. The Holy Spirit exposes or shows people their sins.  The Spirit’s function is like that of Nathan the prophet, who said to David, “You are the man” (2 Sam. 12:7), and compelled him to acknowledge his misdeeds.
3. I believe that the Holy Spirit exposes or shows people their sins through the written Word.  

a. One of the basic functions of the OT law was to reveal sin.  
· (Rom. 3:20), Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.

· (Rom. 7:7) What shall we say, then?  Is the law sin?  Certainly not!  Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law.  For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, Do not covet.”
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